
A Growing Faculty
of Teacher-Scholars
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Our faculty has tripled 
in size, to 40 professors,
since we became a
School in 2000. Elon
classes range in size 

from 15 to 33, which ensures a
highly engaged style of learning.
Our faculty consists of outstanding
teacher-scholars. Ten professors
have authored important books 
on topics such as media and
terrorism, freedom of expression,
digital television, the Internet,
international public relations,
diversity, and media coverage of
the space program.

Our Partnership with Pew
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The School of Communications has a special
relationship with the Pew Internet & American Life
Project. This partnership has led to four books and
international news coverage of research projects.
Our students unearthed 4,200 predictions of

Internet pioneers, and technology experts are now
forecasting how the Internet will keep changing our lives.
Elon also sends student-faculty teams around the world to
cover the Internet Governance Forum. See our multimedia
work from Athens and Rio de Janeiro and other research 
at www.imaginingtheinternet.org. 

SCHOOL OF COMMUNICATIONS

Elon is a private university of 5,000 students in the heart of North Carolina. 

Newsweek-Kaplan calls Elon the national leader in student engagement, 
Elon ranks No. 2 in its Southern category in U.S. News & World Report,
and the university is known for its beautiful campus.

The nationally accredited School of Communications attracts almost 20% 
of the student body, with an average SAT at the 80th percentile nationally. 

Here are 11 features that make the School of Communications distinctive:



Study Abroad

5
Three-fourths of
Elon students
study abroad 
by the time they
graduate. Elon

ranks #1 in the nation
among master’s-level
universities in the
number of students
studying abroad. Six
professors in the School
of Communications have
taught in China as part
of Elon’s exchange
program, and faculty
have led student groups
to Europe, Asia, Africa,
South America and
Australia.3

An inaugural class of 36 full-time graduate students
embarked this summer on a one-year master’s degree in
interactive media. The program prepares graduates to think
strategically across media platforms, create interactive
media content, and manage information for audiences

seeking interactivity in their media. Elon added six new positions,
adopted an exciting curriculum, and built new facilities in the heart
of campus for the graduate program.

M.A. in Interactive Media
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ElonDocs is our
documentary
production
program where
students work

with faculty mentors on
meaningful projects. A
recent Elon documentary
premiered at the Museum
of Modern Art in New
York City and had a long
run at the Guggenheim
Bilbao in Spain.

N.Y. and Spain 4
What we teach serves an important role in a democracy.
Our courses carry names such as Reporting for the 
Public Good, Broadcasting in the Public Interest, and
Public Relations & Civic Responsibility. We require an
internship of all students and have a full-time internship

director who coordinates 250 internships a year.

Curriculum with Ideals

Our four majors reflect the four purposes of communication:

Journalism 
(to inform… through print, broadcast and online news)

Strategic Communications
(to persuade… through public relations, advertising and social media)

Media Arts & Entertainment 
(to entertain… through broadcast production, cinema and new media)

Communication Science
(to discover… by analyzing media and communication in society)



Assessment

11
We take the assessment of student
learning seriously. The Elon Eleven is
our distinctive restatement of the
Accrediting Council’s 11 values and
competencies that guide curriculum

and instruction. We post the Elon Eleven in each
classroom and make sure our curriculum reflects a
strong balance of these values and competencies.

Elon in L.A.
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Thirty students and teachers
are in our Los Angeles
program this summer. The
students secured internships
and took an on-site course

from an Elon teacher while enjoying
a West Coast experience.

Main Street Media
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Our student newspaper
surely is unique in having
its own walk-in vault!
Students produce podcasts
in the converted vault of a

former bank across from the School
of Communications. Down the 
street is Live Oak Communications,
a student-run agency that primarily
serves clients with an environmental
focus.

10
Three times in the past six years,
Elon’s live student newscast
Phoenix14News has won first place
in the nation at the Broadcast
Education Association convention 

in Las Vegas. In addition, an Elon broadcast student
won the 2009 Hearst television news championship.
Elon students also produce a weekly sports show that
airs regionally on ESPN2. The show won first place 
in the nation from the cable television association. 

National Champs
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Our school is the academic
home of the North Carolina
Open Government Coalition.
Our Sunshine Center creates
videos and provides

programs to promote government’s
need to operate “in the sunshine.” 

Promoting Sunshine


